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PREFACE.

The Dakshindmiirti-Stotra is one of the many hymns
published under the name of Stikardchdrys and may be
classed among the few genuine productions of the author
excepting his commentaries on the Upanishads, the Bhaga~
vadgitd and the Brahmasttras. There is a Vértka or com-
mentary by Suresvardchdrya on this hymn, named Mdnasolldsa.
It is one of the five Vartikas attributed to Sureévarachirya.
Manuscripts of this Vartika are very rare in this part of the
country, and the work has not hitherto been easily accessible
to the public at large, though the others* have, of late, been
published severally at Bombay, Poona and Madras. The
publication of Manasollisa was undertaken under the direction
of Sir K. Seshadri Iyer, k. 0.8.1., who has since kindly put
me in possession of his manuscript copy of the same.

Nowhere in the hymn or the commeuntary is the author of
either mentioned by name. The commentator refers in his
Virtika to the author of the hymn by mere general terms such
as Kavi (author) and Guru (teacher). The style and the subject-
matter, however, of the two works incline us to believe in
their genuineness. Notwithstanding the attempts of several
oriental scholars to fix the date of S'antkardchérya, there has
been a certain amount of uncertainty regarding it, the date
assigned to him varying from the sixth century before Christ
to the eighth century A.D. The date of Surevarichérya,
closely connected as it is with that of his reputed teacher,
has not been more satisfactorily settled.

The hymn is termed Dakshinimirti-Stotra merely be-
cause the name Dakshindmérti occurs in the last line of each
verse as the burthen of the hymn. It is not dedicated to the

#1. Naishkarmyasiddhi. (Bombay and Bena,res.)

2. Tmttmyop&mshad'bhﬁs ~Vhrtika.
3. BnV&rbrxi yaképanishad-bhéshya- (Poona.)

4. Panchikarana-Vértika, (Madrag) As the Madras Edition hasbeen print.
ed in Telugu character, I have appended to this volume a De
Edition of tﬁe same collated with the MSS, at my disposal
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worship of any form of Siva as the title may at first sight
imply. The chief object of the hymmn is, as stated in the
Vértika, to expound briefly the nature of the A-tman—the
highest self of man as of all other beings, its relation to the
Universe, the means by which it may be realised, and the
final bliss vesulting from this realisation. In meditating
upon the truths embodied in this short hymn with a view to
their complete realisation, the devotee has to bear in mind
the fact that the A'twan is Paramesvara, the Supreme Lord
Himself, and to look upon his Gurw, the spiritual teacher,
as the embodiment of the Supreme Lord. The problems to
which the hymmn is intended to offer solutions ave stated in the
initial verses of the Vartika and at the commencement of the
several sections thereof. They comprise the main heads of the
subject-matter of the Brahma-sitras and are arranged ina
similar order.

Though the hymn discovers no mark of preference on
the part of its author for the Saiva religion in general or any
particular form of it, the author of the Virtika cannot be
said to have been completely free from the influence of the
Qaiva cult. He invokes Saivic gods and goddesses at the
commencement of his work and draws upon Saiva-A’gamas,
or similar works dedicated to the Saiva cult, for the classifi-
cation and nomenclature of the principles constituting human
nature and the cosmos. The details connected with the
mystic practices recommended in the work may also for the
most part be traced to the same source. In fact, Saivie
theosophy and mysticism appears to have been the form of
religion most acceptable to the Vedic commentators and
Mimémsic writers of this period. But the metaphysics that
forms the chief feature of the Vértika is purely Vedantic and
closely follows the doctrine of Saikardchirya, whose great
service to the cause of orthodox Hinduism consisted in the
reconciliation he effected of the several warring religious
systems of his day by supplying them with & common meta-
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physical basis which had the effect of turning for several
centuries the attention of their respective followers to the
essentials of religion and away from the unmeaning formali-
ties and revolting practices that passed for religious exercises
in those days of corruption.

The two other commentaries that are included in this
volume—the one on the hymn itself by Svayamprakisa* and
the other on the Véartika by Rématirthat—have no indi-
viduality of their own, and they are valued as explaining
clearly brief or obscure statements of doctrine, of which
there are several in the Stotra and the Vértika.

The works comprised in this volume have been edited
from the following manuscripts :—

I The Text with Svayamprakasa’s commentary.

F.—A Telugu MS. belonging to Pandit Dakshinamirti
S'4stri of the Oriental Library.

@.—A Négari MS. procured by Pandit Narahari Jofyar
of the Oriental Lnbrary.

T—A Telugu MS. kindly lent by Pandit Gangédhara
S4stri of H. H. the Maharaja’s Sanskrit College.

Il.  The Vartika with Ramatirtha’s commentary.

F.—A Grantha MS. of the Vartika belonging to Sir
K. Seshadri Iyer, Dewan of Mysore. This codex
is very much mjured, and in consequence por-
tions of the work have also disappeared.

@.—A Telugu MS. copy of the Véartika kindly lent by
Pandit Kama S'4striar of Madras.

T.—A Grantha MS. of the VArtika with Ramatirtha’s
commentary thereon, belonging to the Oriental
Library.

#3vayamprakasae also commented on the Harimide-Stotra of Sankardchérya,
and on the Advaai karanda of Lakshmidk

+4He is also the author of commentaries on Maitrayaniyopanishad and the
U‘ i hasrs Of Sank ha
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The MSS. of Svayamprakisa’s commentary are indiffer-
ent; and all of them exhibit errors of commission and of
omission, not purely clerical. The copies of the Vértika, on
the other hand, are good, the last being by far the best.
Free as this last is from errors except a few clerical ones
which can be easily corrected, it has been found a very
valuable guide as furnishing a commentary which has enabled
us to restore the textof the Vértika to the form in which it
was ab the time of the commentator. The readings of the
other two, where suggestive, have been given as foot-notes.

MYsORE,
February 1895. A. MAHADEVA SA/STRI.

et s e

POSTSCRIPT.

Just as I was going to send to the press the final proof
of the pages of the Preface to this volume, I came by a
recently written Telugu MS. of the Méanasollasa with Réma-
tirtha’s commentary, belonging to Pandit Sitdrima$istri of
the Bangalore Sanskrit College. Though, as regards general
accuracy, this MS. can hardly compare with the Grantha
MS. on which the present edition is mainly based, its read-
ings are in a few cases found decidedly superior to those of
the other MS. or MSS. I'note at the end of the volume not only
all these readings and such varie lectiones as are otherwise
deserving of motice, but also some typographical errors
which one more careful reading of the printed pages has
discovered.

15/4/95. A M.
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